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Effects of the Simulation Program for Clinical Practicum
— Learning and Issues Gained from Simulated Patient Practices —
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The purpose of this study was to investigate nursing students’ learning processes and the associated issues that
arise from those processes, and to offer suggestions for educational direction.

Participants comprised 16 nursing students who were aware of the learning effects of simulation in nursing
practicums. Using an inductive coding method, we analyzed the students’ experience learning portfolios, which they
created in class, to assess their learning outcomes and the issues that emerged from their simulated patient practices.

We identified five categories for learning outcomes and five categories for issues derived from the learning process.
The categories for learning outcomes were: “Unable to communicate,” “Fuzzy response caused by lack of knowledge
and preparation,” “Need to have a realistic and integrated perspective,” “Nervousness from the first experience,” and
“Objective awareness of others.” The categories for issues relating to the learning process were: “Transfer
consciousness from oneself to the patient and utilize communication according to the patient’s reaction,” “Remove the
patient’s anxiety and danger by adding their own knowledge,” “Situation from the patient’s perspective,” “Creating a
concrete setup,” and “Capturing perspectives that do not exist.”

Each student was trying to learn the unsuccessful experience without failing. Furthermore, it became clear that the
learning cycle could be more effectively constructed by illustrating the problems concretely. Finally, continuous verification
of the learning effects of the simulation program is necessary, and the effective construction of the learning cycle requires

ongoing exploration.



