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Student ID:8222005 Chie Fukagawa
Abstract

Purpose: The study identifies factors facilitating prolonged home care for patients with
intractable neurological diseases.

Methods: Semi-structured interviews and a questionnaire were administered to five family
members who provide home care for patients with intractable neurological diseases.
Results and discussion: The following factors were identified as enabling continued care:
[close family relationships in daily life], [long periods before diagnosis and shock after the
announcement of the disease], [declining physical functions and confusion about the
future], [choice of life continuation], [mental and physical rest during care], [love for the
patient and caregiver's responsibility], and [wish that the patient would live]. The results
showed that the family's emotional ties to the patient evolved.

Conclusion: Love of family is the basis for continued long-term caregiving. Patients must
choose to live and be supported by social resources such as home nursing and respite
hospitalization while suffering from a slowly progressing incurable disease.

Keywords: neurological incurable disease, home care, continuity of care
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